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the world, leadership is cruthereafter rely on NATO to
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This is no panacea. Prudence compels us, as
argued by Richard Haass book, The Opportunity  Americas Moment to Alter Historys
Course (Public Affairs, 2005) also to pursue
integration with other important countries,
regardless of their democratic credentials.
There will always be blunders, failures, disasters, as well as achievements, in the long road
ahead. But as the rate of change toward greater
integration in all global systems  technological, economic, social, cultural, and political 
continues to accelerate, the only critical mistake would be to fail to establish such an
American sense of direction and leadership in
world affairs.
American business, labor, and civic leaders,
teachers, clergy, journalists  indeed citizens in
every walk of life  can contribute to a positive
outcome by finding ways now both to demonstrate their support and to increase American
soft power to help achieve that goal. Through
this and other channels, momentum for positive
change can, and I believe will, grow until
American political leaders accept their responsibility to employ our power to move the world
toward peace, justice, security, and freedom 
toward human solidarity  through democratic

development, collaboration, and integration.
This sums up what I have learned about
American and world politics since I floated
down under a parachute into battle across the
Rhine near the village of Wesel, Germany, on a
bright Sunday morning in March, 1945.
Long before that, my mother had engraved
the message of Tennysons prophetic lines
from his poem Locksley Hall in the memories
of her five children:
For I dipt into the future, far as human eye
could see,
Saw the Vision of the world, and all the wonder that would be;
Till the war-drum throbbed no longer, and
the battle-flags were furld
In the Parliament of man, the Federation of
the world. !

From John Richardsons recently published memoirs,
A New Vision for America, pp. 167, 221-2, 241-5
(complete bibliographical information below).
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